
 

Minutes of the HCV Joint Committee meeting held on Wednesday 26th February, 2020 at 
7.30pm at The Village Hall, Bluntisham. 

 
 
Present:      
 
Owen Mc Laughlin (OM) - Secretary 
Wendy Oldfield (WO)  - Earith Speedwatch 
Andy Bush (AB)  - Hilton HAT 
Alan James (AJ)  - Haddenham 
Margaret Lumb (ML)  - St. Ives RSC 
Laura Chorlton (LC)  - Hilton PC 
Christine Ward (CW)  - Cottenham PC 
Brian Burpitt (BB)  - Earith Speedwatch 
Pauline Wilson (PW)  - Haddenham PC 
Gareth Wilson (GW)  - ECDC 
Chris Ray (CR)  - Haddenham PC 
Neil Harris (NH)  - Willingham PC 
 
Welcomes and Apologies 
 
The meeting welcomed Lou Mason-Walsh (LM), the Transport Modelling Manager for Cambridgeshire 
County Council and Robbie Arnold (RA) who is a Transport Planner.  
 
Apologies were received from Kathy Searle, Lorna Dupre, Mark Inskip & Margaret Shardlow.  
 
BB volunteered to act as Chair for the meeting and this was agreed. 
 
Minutes of the last meeting held on September 18th, 2019 
 
No issues were raised that are not covered under the agenda items. 
 
Review of outstanding Actions 

 

Action Description By 

   

1 Invite Steve Criswell to next HCV meeting OM 

2 Meeting with at St.  Ivo School to discuss monitoring OM/ML 

3 Respond to report by Acoustic Associates OM/AJ 

4 Monitor MG planning applications re: Colne Fen etc OM/WO 

5 Submit response to Cambs Local Transport Plan 

consultation 

All 

6 Respond with ideas for names etc re: the CIO formation All 

 

All the above actions had been completed with the exception of; 

 

2. Meeting with St. Ivo school. ML reported that this is ongoing. 

6. CIO formation:  WO said she had only received one response to date. 

 

4. The HCV and RSC response to the Cambs Local Transport Plan is attached as an Appendix to these 

minutes. 

 

1. TRO Progress 
 

• Diamond Area Steering Group Report 



 

LM informed the group that the traffic surveys of HGV movements in the ‘Diamond Area’ had taken place in 
June 2019. The survey was intended to determine; 

� How many HGVs there were 

� The direction they were travelling 

� How many were through traffic, as opposed to local traffic, which should be using the 
Cambridgeshire strategic freight network. 

The task was more complex than expected because the number of possible routes was over 900. 30,000 
records were gathered every day and these were broken down into constituent parts. Journeys were 
recorded by monitoring movements in and out of the area.  

The busiest sections for HGVs were on the A1123 between  Earith and Blunitsham and Wilburton to the 
A10. The average number of movements on the busiest section was 875 per day.  But the data showed 
that only between 7 and 10% of the journeys consisted of through traffic not local traffic.  Local traffic was 
defined as a vehicle that made a stop within the area of 20 minutes or more. So imposing a through-traffic 
restriction would not result in a significant reduction in HGV movements.  There are no easy wins. 

They also looked at journeys in relation to existing routeing agreements. Of the 31 companies examined 
over 50% had bespoke agreements relating to their activities. Hanson for example. The rest should be 
bound by the advisory freight map.  

AJ said that he thought the amount of through-traffic was much higher. Had north-south movements been 
properly analysed? Was Haddenham to Wilburton a section? RA said it was section 3.  

BB said his counts showed a peak of night time HGV movements along the A1123 between 4-5am.  Did 
that show in the data? 

LM confirmed that it did. This raised the question of whether a night time ban might help. 

AB said that a night ban does help based on the experience of Hilton which already has one. The problem 
is enforcing it. 

AJ agreed that enforcement was a problem. But far more use should be made of tachometer data which 
could be analysed by the police to detect infringements. 

AB replied that not all tachometers record the necessary data. 

ML wondered if the effect of the A14 had been factored in. 

LM replied that the data did not show a big impact. 

AJ said that Highways England have predicted an increase in traffic volumes on local roads when the A14 
is complete. It is a very complex situation. Would CCC be prepared to share their data with us at a future 
meeting where it can be looked at in detail?  RA said he would follow up on that.  

WO brought up the Exposure Index which was the study of village vulnerability to HGVs commissioned by 
Richard Preston. This showed the extent of the problems. Noise and vibration can be really bad especially 
when heavy vehicles are speeding. Speeds of 53mph have been recorded through Earith. 

LM said that there was recognition of the problems faced by villages. They would be suggesting to the 
Steering Group that locals should request features that can lessen the impact. It is possible to do 
implement a number of measures on A roads.  

AJ added that 20mph sections on A roads can be implemented now. Also, would it be possible to go 
through the new data so we can compare it with the findings of the HCV Group environmental study carried 
out in 2012.  

PW said that the HCV group has been campaigning since 2006 for something to be done about the amount 
of heavy goods traffic through the villages but so far nothing had changed.   

LM said that the report should go to all councillors and not just those on the Steering Group. Also, the data 
was not intended to be used for other purposes beyond the initial remit of establishing flows and volumes 
through the Diamond Area.  

NH wondered what was happening with the Northstowe traffic monitoring. RA said it was ongoing. 
 



 

AJ asked if there was good data for Sutton. LM said there was but more was needed. AJ said the HCV 
group can push for that.  
 
The chairman thanked Ms Mason-Walsh and Mr Arnold for their attendance at the meeting and for their 
very helpful and instructive summary of the ANPR survey.       
 
 

2. Environmental Monitoring 
 

• NO2 monitoring 

Below are the data from HDC NO2 monitoring in St. Ives & Earith for 2019. Of particular concern are the 
high annual NO2 levels recorded in Hill Rise and Needingworth Road. Hill Rise is used by hundreds of 
children every day of their way to and from school. Children with asthma are known to be seriously affected 
by exposure to this pollutant. The St.Ivo school should be made aware of these findings.  

Address Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun July Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Annual 

ug/m3 

High Street 
Earith 

32.5 21.7 23.5 21.6 21.8 17 15.2 15.4 17.3 24.8 32.9 22 
22.1 

2 The Pound 32.8 28.3 19.6 16.8 10.9 14.8 14.7 17.2 17.2 27 27.9 29 21.4 

59 Greenfields 36.7 27.8 29.9 19.2 19.9 19.7 21.6 20.4 20.4 28.4 37.3 27.6 25.7 

6 Goldie Close 28.3 28.6 15.9 17.2 11.9 13.5 14.3 18.4 14.9 24.7 36.1 28.5 21 

Hill Rise 43.1 45.9 32.3 26.8 31.8 33.5 31.1 34 34.8 42.9 48.6 36.5 36.8 

Needingworth 
Road 

  41 33.7 38.3 31.9 31.4 31.7 32.2 33.5 44.3 52.6 40.9 
37.4 

HDC NO2 Monitoring St. Ives & Earith 2019 

 

Both OM and WO had been in touch with Claire Braybrooke at HDC. She still hoped to be able to purchase 
a portable PM2.5 monitor which could be used throughout the area. They also needed permission from 
Balfour Beatty to use their lampposts for mounting the kit, but this had not yet been forthcoming. 

 

WO then presented the annual NO2 data for 2019 collected from the A1123 near Morrisons in St. Ives. NO2 

levels at this site remain very high.   

Morrisons Lamp  Post LC7 07/02/2019 04/03/2019 53.89      

Morrisons Lamp  Post LC7 04/03/2019 02/04/2019 40.12      

Morrisons Lamp  Post LC7 02/04/2019 30/04/2019 28.23      

Morrisons Lamp  Post LC7 30/04/2019 27/05/2019 28.41      

Morrisons Lamp Post LC7 27/05/2019 24/06/2019 31.05      

Morrisons Lamp Post LC7 24/06/2019 26/07/2019 27.89 Sample damaged    

Morrisons Lamp Post LC7 26/07/2019 23/08/2019 27.88           

Morrisons Lamp Post LC7 23/08/2019 20/09/2019 32.54      

Morrisons Lamp Post LC7 20/09/2019 17/10/2019 10.45 Sample damaged     

Morrisons Lamp Post LC7 17/10/2019 15/11/2019 30.60      

Morrisons Lamp Post LC7 15/11/2019 14/12/2019 39.37      

Morrisons Lamp Post LC7 14/12/2019 10/01/2020 39.54 road closed at Earith Bridge for 2 weeks  



 

The  2019 results for Woodlands on the A1123 in Earith follow a similar trend to Morrisons although the 
levels are slightly lower.    

woodlands B. Beacon 07/02/2019 04/03/2019 43.55      

woodlands B. Beacon 04/03/2019 02/04/2019 28.52      

woodlands B. Beacon 02/04/2019 30/04/2019 23.68      

woodlands B. Beacon 30/04/2019 27/05/2019 26.37 1 day short    

woodlands B. Beacon 27/05/2019 24/06/2019 27.53      

woodlands B. Beacon 24/06/2019 26/07/2019 24.67      

woodlands B. Beacon 26/07/2019 23/08/2019 15.99 Damaged     

woodlands B. Beacon 23/08/2019 20/09/2019 23.98 Sept 2nd closed for repairs B1050 willingham 

woodlands B. Beacon 20/09/2019 17/10/2019 28.28 Nov 3rd closed for repairs  
woodlands B. Beacon 17/10/2019 15/11/2019 33.68      

woodlands B. Beacon 15/11/2019 14/12/2019 35.95      

woodlands B. Beacon 14/12/2019 10/01/2020 29.49 road closed due to flooding   
 

• SmartCitizen Kit 
 
Both BB and OM reported serious problems with their SmartCitizen kits which had basically stopped 
working. AB said his device was still functioning. The conclusion is that the current version of the kit is not 
robust or reliable enough for general deployment. 
 
 
 

3.  Planning Applications 
 

• Willow Hall Farm (E/3003/18/CM) 

 
OM reported that there had been more documents submitted to the planning portal.  
 
A.G.Wright Farms commissioned a firm called TerraConsult to review all the documentation submitted by 
the applicant. They have lodged an objection based on serious concerns regarding the distribution and 
availability of water resources to other users should the project proceed as planned. 
 
The Haddenham Level Drainage Board have objected on similar grounds. They have doubts that the 
irrigation plans presented by the applicant can be achieved due to height differences between various 
cultivated areas without additional pumping and are concerned that control of summer water resources 
could be handed over to Willow Hall Farm.  
 
The Environment Agency letter pointed out substantive mistakes in the applicant’s calculation for water 
requirements and said that an abstraction licence for mineral washing was unlikely to be granted for the 
volume of water actually required. Their objection remains until much more information is provided on 
aspects of the scheme. 
 
In view of the number and variety of objections it seems unlikely that this application will come up for 
consideration any time soon. 
 
Action: To keep monitoring this application. 
 

• Colne Fen (FMW/025/19) 

 
The application from Mike George to extend the quarrying operation at Colne Fen beyond the end date of 
December 31st 2019 does not seem to have been resolved. CCC have asked for an explanation as to why 
the permission needs to be extended and other parties have asked why work such as the restoration of 
bridleways has not been done. For his part Mick George seems to be suggesting that the use of the haul 



 

road to reduce the pressure on George Corner in Earith will not happen unless an extension is granted. 
Talks are continuing. 
 
The HCV group submitted an FOI request in March 2018 requesting details of the monitoring that was 
being done on the activities at Colne Fen and Lattas Farm. The response stated that regular  monitoring 
and inspections were taking place. But this raises the question as to why CCC were taken completely by 
surprise by the announcement that work at Colne Fen would not be completed by the agreed date. They 
have asked if the Lattas Farm reservoir work is also behind schedule.  
 

• Lattas Farm (17/01617/FUL) 

 
OM said that permission has been granted for a biomass generator at Lattas Farm. The applicant 
commissioned an air quality assessment from Redman Associates. The conclusion of the report was that 
there would be “no exceedances of the ESQs (Environmental Quality Standards) at any human receptor 
site in the vicinity”.  The height of the chimney stack is 10 metres and the site is 6 metres AOD. However, 
some sites such as Bluntisham are above this combined height at a distance of only 2 kilometres. It might 
be prudent to monitor NO2 levels at locations such as St. Helen’s School Bluntisham  to be sure there is no 
unacceptable risk. 
Action: OM to send the air quality assessment to AJ.  
 

• Wyton airfield 
 
Some local politicians are suggesting that the Wyton airfield would be a good choice for Marshalls 
aerospace to relocate. This would clearly have an impact on local traffic and infrastructure. 
AJ thought it would not happen because Marshalls may actually close due to a lack of new work. 
 

4. Problems with Farm Vehicles 
 
At the last meeting of the St. Ives Road Safety Committee the subject of dangerous driving incidents 
involving farm vehicles was on the agenda. There have been numerous crashes involving tractors as well 
as other infringements of regulations such as mud and debris left on roads and rules concerning the use of 
red diesel being ignored. The committee had written to Countryside Watch to bring this problem to their 
attention and now intends to contact the NFU. 
AJ said that unfortunately the police do not appear to be taking these matters seriously and police call 
centres will not accept reports of offences from the public. 
CR added that the problem of red diesel being sold and used illegally was recently highlighted in a TV 
documentary.  
 
5. CIO Progress 
 
WO reported that little progress had been made with setting up the CIO. There had been no responses to 
the request for people willing to take on responsibilities and only one response for suggestions as to the 
name of the CIO. 
 
CW said that she had recent experience of setting up a CIO called Sustainable Cottenham and was familiar 
with the requirements. You have to have very clear objectives and prove that the organisation is for the 
public good. She would be happy to answer any questions about the process. 
 
6.     Further Environmental Testing in Villages 
 
LC said that Hilton definitely wanted to do more environmental testing but the reporting costs were high and 
it would be much easier if these could be shared between several parish councils. Are the others PCs 
interested? 
NH said that Willingham had a budget for testing but needed to know what the timescales were. 
GW thought that Haddenham were not interested in further testing at this time. 
CW said Cottenham would not take part. 
WO thought that Earith may want to do something.  
Action:  Contact the PCs and see how many are willing to take part. 
 



 

 
7.  AOB 

 
ANPR Report:  
 
AJ thought we should be very wary of the political nature of the Steering Group which consisted entirely of 
Conservatives. This creates the suspicion  there may have been political motives in the way the study was 
framed and conducted. 
 
WO thought that the study needed to gather more data before it came to any conclusions.  
 
New Studies on the Effects of Air Pollution: 
 
OM mentioned a number of academic studies that have been published since the last meeting. These 
include papers that have linked pollution from particulate matter with an increased incidence of a range of 
medical problems such as foetal damage, glaucoma and depression. These documents have all been 

saved in the HCV document archive at:  http://hilton-village.com/index.php/documents-and-info 
 
There was also a study in the British Medical Journal in November 2019 by Harvard academics which 
attempted to quantify the health cost in the US from every 1ug increase in PM2.5 pollution.  This can be 

viewed at https://www.bmj.com/content/367/bmj.l6258 
 
OM suggested that the group should write a short document summarising the latest research. This would 
be useful when responding to planning applications.  
 
 
Next Meeting Date:  TBA 



 

 

Appendix 
 

 

Cambridge and Peterborough Combined Authority Local Transport Plan 
 

Comments from the East Cambs HCV Group.  

 

Traffic & Pollution: 
 

Objective 7:  Provide ‘healthy streets’ and high-quality public realm that puts people first and 

promotes active lifestyles 

 

Objective 8:  Ensure transport initiatives improve air quality across the region to exceed good 

practice standards 

 

Objective 9: Deliver a transport network that protects and enhances our natural, historic and built 

environments 

 

The East Cambs HCV group has been working for over 10 years to try and reduce the impact of HCV traffic 

in local villages.  The group has undertaken extensive monitoring of pollution and disturbance by measuring  

NO2, particulates, noise and vibration. Many of the Fen villages are very vulnerable to the effects of heavy 

traffic with narrow streets and roads which are often built without adequate foundations. This situation has 

been acknowledged by East Cambs District Council with the inclusion within their Transport Strategy of 

specific measures to reduce the effects of HCVs on the health and wellbeing of residents.   This includes the 

following commitment: 

 

Scheme reference E-20: HGV restriction in the diamond area- north of the A14- south east of the A141, south 

of the A142 and west of the A10. 
 
Following completion of the Ely Southern Bypass- further monitoring will be carried out to see how HGVs are using the 
diamond area and investigations will be carried out into the best way of reducing the impacts of HGVs in the diamond 
area. This could include HGV restrictions being implemented to help protect villages from the negative impacts of 
HGVs within the diamond area. It is understood that HGVs using the A1123 have a particular impact on the villages. 

 

We would hope that this commitment to reduce the damaging effects of heavy vehicles is carried forward 

into the Implementation Plans.  

 

 

Objective 10: Reduce emissions to as close to zero as possible to minimise the impact of transport and 

travel on climate change 

 

This is another laudable objective but it is difficult to see how this can be done within the context of a 

strategy which proposes substantially more development. Transport and construction remain as stubbornly 

high contributors to CO2 emissions and the measures suggested for modal shifts to more sustainable means 

of transport such as walking and cycling are unlikely to have much effect.  This strategy is largely 

predicated on the continued use of fossil fuel technologies in an expanding economy and therefore the 

prospect of any reduction in emissions at all seems highly unlikely.  

 

 

 
 


